
On June 15th, over 100 of our members 
and their guests attended this very 
enjoyable and inspirational evening. In 
the beautiful surroundings of the Edsel 
& Eleanor Ford estate in Grosse Pointe 
Shores, we heard from Ford’s futuring 
expert, Sheryl Connelly, as she shared 
the winding path she took to build her 
successful career in the auto industry – 
letting us know that you don’t have to be 
a “motor head” to make it in this industry; 
and that while our personal lives may 

present us with tough challenges, if we persevere, we will end up right where we’re 
supposed to be! Sheryl also shared some of the major trends affecting our industry – 
and others – especially that of the aging global population. 

We also celebrated the awarding of two more AWAF scholarships sponsored by Cox 
Automotive. Please visit our scholarship recipients page –to learn about the impressive 
backgrounds and accomplishments of our very deserving recipients.

Women with DriveSUMMER 2016

ANOTHER Record Broken!
To date, AWAF has awarded $284,500 in scholarships to 115 deserving young women 
pursuing academic programs in preparation for careers in the automotive industry. We 
broke our record for the number of scholarships awarded and the amount of money 
given at last year’s golf outing; and we hope to do it again at this year’s golf outing! 

The past months have been incredibly busy for AWAF; and we hope you’ve been able to 
participate in some (if not all) of these great activities and events! 

Executive Board
Sherry Muir Irwin  – President 
The Hunter Group LLC
Linda Taliaferro – Vice President, OEM Relationships, 
Meritor
Kellie Treppa – Vice President Alliances, Mentorship 
Ricardo, Inc.
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 K-Tec Systems, Inc.
Susan Rokosz – Vice President 
Industry Relations & Academic Affairs, Scholarship 
Ford Motor Company
Jeena Patel – Vice President, General Counsel, 
Professional Development 
Warner Norcross & Judd LLP
Kim Ziomek – Secretary 
Panasonic Automotive
Diane Harbour –Treasurer 
ATS/Harbour Tax & Accounting

Board of Directors
Kelly Carmona – Events 
H. A. King Co., Inc.
Dawn Dorsch – Events 
DENCAP Dental Plans
Patricia Price – Marketing 
Aquent LLC
Michelle Blakeley  – Marketing 
FordDirect
Mary Carlson – Membership
Jennifer Dudley – Membership 
Metaldyne Performance Group
Beate Stumpe – Mentorship 
Magna International
Corinne Smereka – Professional Development 
Schoolcraft College
Jane Bishop – Scholarship 
General Motors
Karina Morley – Sponsorship 
Ricardo, Inc.
Jill Fraeyman – Sponsorship 
VW Group of America

Executive Advisory Council (EAC)
Tom Apostolos, Magna International
Carla Bailo, Ohio State University
Julie Fream, OESA
Maureen LaFontaine, LaFontaine Automotive Group
Molly Padovini, Elder Automotive Group
Pat Scarpaci, Panasonic Automotive Systems

EVENT HIGHLIGHT 
Summer Fling with Sheryl Connelly

June AWAF scholarship recipients Amy Jachim and Kendall Kling are joined 
by April’s recipient Bethany Dewey.

http://www.awafoundation.org/pages/Scholarship-Recipients


EVENT HIGHLIGHT 
Summer Fling with Sheryl Connelly continued

The evening concluded with docent-led tours of the 
Edsel & Eleanor Ford House – truly an architectural 
gem with design features in many of the rooms that 
were very much ahead of their time. Not only did 
we learn about the history of the mansion, but we 
also were treated to interesting facts about the Ford 
family and their staff. We also got to see the garage 
where the “Women Who Motor” exhibit is enjoying 
its second year – shining a light on the women (past 
and present – including our speaker, Sheryl Connelly!) 
who have had a major impact on the auto industry. 

This was expected to be an outstanding event – 
and it far exceeded everyone’s expectations! Kudos 
to Dawn Dorsch and Kelly Carmona – our Events 

Committee Co-Chairs – for leading the efforts to bring us this fabulous evening; and to Sue Rokosz, VP of Industry Relations & Academic 
Affairs and Scholarship Co-Chair, for securing our wonderful speaker.

2016 SPRING – SUMMER EVENT RECAP
March 2016 

Mix & Mingle at Ocean Prime in Troy

On March 30, we held a Mix & Mingle at Ocean Prime in Troy. Always a great time for catching up with our industry friends and 
associates – and this time was no different. About 30 AWAF members (many new) and some guests enjoyed the great ambiance of 
Ocean Prime in Troy (along with some bites and beverages) while relaxing and networking with fellow professionals.

April 2016 

SAE World Congress

AWAF started off April with a terrific opportunity courtesy of SAE International at the 2016 SAE World Congress. On April 14th, SAE 
hosted a Women’s Power Breakfast where attendees had the opportunity to bid in a silent auction to have lunch with key industry 
leaders – with all proceeds going to the AWAF scholarship fund!  With the money raised in the auction together with a $500 donation 
from Toyota, nearly $1,200 will be going to fund AWAF scholarships! In addition, our first AWAF scholarship of 2016, sponsored by 
Meritor, Inc., was awarded to Geraghty Anne Ellis. And right on the heels of the scholarship presentation, a major Tier 1 supplier came 
forward with an offer to Geraghty Anne for an internship! Please visit our scholarship recipients page –for details about this outstanding 
young lady! Thank you to SAE, all the auction bidders, Toyota – and, of course, Meritor!

AWAF’s 1st Professional Development Event – “You, Inc.” 
On April 19th, we held our first ever Professional Development Event – “You, Inc.” . The event was led by AWAF 
Board Member and Professional Development Co-Chair Corinne Smereka, head of coordination, planning, and 
development of workforce corporate learning solutions and business development initiatives for the Schoolcraft 
College Business Development Center and VP of Education for Goren & Associates. “You, Inc.” was not only sold out 
with a waiting list, it was also met with rave reviews. Discussions are already underway for a follow-up session – 
ideally before the end of the year. Thank you to Corinne for a truly outstanding job!

http://www.awafoundation.org/pages/Scholarship-Recipients


2016 SPRING – Summer Event Recap continued

April 2016 

Fifth Annual Women in Automotive Conference

The Fifth Annual Women in Automotive conference was held on April 27th – an event produced by the Women in Manufacturing 
organization in partnership with AWAF and – new for 2016 – Inforum. This year’s event was another tremendous success with a line-up of 
outstanding speakers – including Tom Apostolos, VP of Magna’s Exterior Operations, and a member of the AWAF Executive Advisory Council. 
Tom’s love of manufacturing came across clearly as he spoke about the flexibility, agility, connectivity – and people – needed as we speed 
toward the age of digital manufacturing and “smart” factories. At the conclusion of Tom’s remarks, our second AWAF scholarship of 2016 
sponsored by Magna International was awarded to Bethany Dewey. Please visit our scholarship recipients page for more information on this 
very deserving recipient. Thank you so much to Magna for their sponsorship and to our terrific Scholarship Co-Chairs – Jane Bishop and Sue 
Rokosz – and their committee for the always great work they do in identifying and selecting our scholarship winners!

April was automotive month for the Women in Manufacturing organization and in support of their efforts, AWAF Board Members Karina 
Morley, Commercial Director – Automotive for Ricardo, Inc., and Kellie Treppa, Director of Marketing & Communication for Ricardo, 
conducted a webinar on April 21st to share Ricardo’s unique vision for a sustainable future for mobility, energy, the environment and 
its resources. They also discussed why STEM and supporting the advancement of women are critical factors to our future. Thank you to 
Karina and Kellie for bringing us this intriguing and important presentation! This was another successful collaboration by Karina and Kellie 
whom – you may recall – initially teamed up for their “road trip” from California to Las Vegas as participants in the Ricardo100 Challenge 
which raised awareness and funding for STEM education in 2015! They are truly outstanding automotive professionals and we’re 
fortunate to have them on our Board.

Webinar - 
Ricardo’s Unique Vision for a Sustainable Future for 
Mobility, Energy, the Environment and its Resources

http://www.awafoundation.org/pages/Scholarship-Recipients


September 22 – Take “20/20”: Twenty-somethings Share Their 20-Year Industry Outlook – Faurecia North American 
headquarters, Auburn Hills, MI. 

Catch an insightful panel discussion among five of our industry’s emerging leaders, celebrate another AWAF scholarship recipient 
and meet the EAC! Fall is always a very busy season, so you will want to get this event on your calendar today. Watch for registration 
opening soon!

September 19-21 – The Sixth Annual Women in Manufacturing SUMMIT – Nashville, TN.  

This annual event is tailored for women who have chosen a career in manufacturing and want to share perspectives and network 
with others in their industry. The SUMMIT format includes keynote speakers, panel discussions, professional development tracks, 
networking opportunities, and manufacturing plant tours. 

For additional event details and to register, visit http://www.womeninmanufacturing.org/summit2016/home. 

October 26 – Our Signature Annual “Pumps & Power” Event – Sundance Shoes, West Bloomfield, MI.

December 6 –Our Holiday Event – the annual kick-off to the holiday season and our celebration of another successful year for 
AWAF – Birmingham Country Club, Birmingham, MI.

MEMBERSHIP CORNER:

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE UPCOMING EVENTS

Congratulations  are in order!
Another AWAF Board member in the spotlight recently is our VP of Supplier Relationships – Cathy Koch. 
As president & CEO of K-Tec Systems, Inc., Cathy was named as one of Inforum’s Guests of Honor at their 
April Inner Circle event. These events celebrate our region’s most accomplished and admired women – 
those in the “inner circle” of business, civic and community – and gives them the opportunity to share 
their wisdom and experience with others in a small group setting. Congratulations, Cathy, for this well-
deserved honor!

Linda Taliaferro, VP of Global Quality for Meritor, Inc. – and also VP of OEM Relations for AWAF – has been 
invited to speak at the American Automotive Summit to be held in Detroit this coming November and 
also to become a member of the AAS advisory board.  The board is comprised of influential industry 
leaders from the OEM, supply base and service sectors, and we’re proud to have Linda among them! 



Board Members “A-HA” MOMENTS:
“Holiday 2014 speaker – Frederiek Toney, President of Global Ford Customer Service Division & Corporate VP of Ford Motor Company. 
Mr. Toney spoke to us about the emphasis that is put on being intellectually prepared and at the top of our game from a knowledge and 
technical skills standpoint – but often forgetting about the emotional impact we have on people. He encouraged us to be aware of the 
effect we have on others, treat all people with respect and dignity, be positive even when dealing with difficult situations – and always leave 
people feeling good about the encounter they’ve had with us. Definitely words to live by – both professionally and personally – and I’ve tried 
to do that ever since!” 

-   S. Muir Irwin

“Fireside chat April 2013 - Birgit Behrendt said to never be afraid or hesitate to talk about what it is you do and what your goals are. That 
has stuck with me and I feel has helped me improve both professionally and personally.”

-   P. Price

“Summer Fling June 2016 - Sheryl Connelly – to paraphrase “you don’t have to be a gearhead to find your place in the auto industry.”

-   S. Rokosz

“When Max Straub described her journey within Bosch, the idea that resonated with me was the power of your internal and external 
network – cultivating these relationships supports achieving successful results, whether it is accomplishing a business objective or 
advancing your career.”

 “Another great thing about these fireside chats is the ability to connect with some great leaders with valuable insights. I was able to have a 
short conversation with Birgit Behrendt from Ford Motor Company as I started a new strategic planning role. She advised me to be patient, 
have a thick skin and persevere because people don’t necessarily like change. Her insight rings through my mind to this day!”

-   K. Treppa

“My A-HA moment came during the holiday event held at Zazio’s, with Therese Peace as the speaker – it is ok to advocate for yourself.”

-   L. Taliaferro

“My A-HA moment was when Mr. Alan Mulally, former CEO & President of Ford Motor Company spoke for AWAF in October 2009, he 
and I were talking and he said to me, “always ask yourself, are we having fun yet?” To this day, I remark on his charisma, style, leadership and 
passion for “having fun.” Also, another ah-ha moment was when I reached out to him to speak for AWAF and he said YES! It reminds me that 
you never know the answer until you ask the question.”

-   K. Ziomek

“One of my A-HA moments has been Perception is Reality.”

-   B. Stumpe 

“I learned a long time ago the value of continuous learning for great leadership – my A-HA moment: Learning is a process, not an event.” 

-   C. Smereka

“An A-HA for me is the warmth I get from all the members, especially the board. Seems like when I need my sisters most, I go to an event 
and they make me feel so positive and empowered.”

-   J. Nyquist-Bivins

Do you have an A-HA moment you would like to share? 

If so, please send it to admin@awafoundation.org for inclusion on future newsletters
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Arlene Alessi
Magn

Leslie Bednarz
Inteva Products

Sharon Bell
Faurecia

Tiffany  Belloli 
Faurecia

Cheryl Boland 
Technology Resource Group LLC

Suzanne Cardello 
Sue’s Auto Sales

Ann Conigliaro
Faurecia

Susanne Cordes-Hoelterhoff
TeamEssenz Coaching & Consulting

Amber Cunningham 
Magna

Behtany Dewey 
Student

Sara Duckwitz
Faurecia

Geraghty Anne Ellis 
Student

Dayle Farrimond
Global Supply Innovative 

Thomas Apostolos-Magna International

Kristen Balasia-IHS

Brittany Barberino-Barberino Auto Group

Angie Bournias-Bournias & Bournias Inc.

Mary Carlson

Lisa Dolan-ALOM

Jan Griffiths-Inteva Products

Sherry Irwin-The Hunter Group LLC

Hannah Kain-ALOM

Catherine Koch-K-Tec Systems Inc.

Kelley LaFontaine-LaFontaine Automotive Group

Maureen LaFontaine-LaFontaine Automotive Group

Tieast Leverett-Fiat Chrysler Automobiles

Sherri Levine-Tajco North America

Dawn Lindsey - Next Generation Fuel LLC (NextGen)

Christine Longroy-SME Society of Manufacturing 
Engineers

Lisa Lunsford-Global Strategic Supply Solutions

Vanessa Miller-Foley & Lardner LLP

Sandra Nelson-Johnson Controls Inc. 

Lori Pew-ZF TRW

Patricia Price-Aquent LLC

Susan Rokosz-Ford Motor Company

Dianna Rose - FordDirect

Ellen Sasson - Lochbridge

Elizabeth Schmidt-Atlas Tool

Katie Schultz-Bush Seyferth & Paige PLLC

Linda Taliaferro-Meritor

Juliann Tilley-Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan

Ann Marie Uetz - Foley & Lardner LLP

Kim Ziomek-Panasonic Automotive

GOLD STAR MEMBERS
Special Thanks to our Engineering

Louiza  Gillard 
Faurecia

Gail Gottehrer 
Axinn

Elizabeth Griffith
Faurecia

Erin Hanna
Magna

Jennifer Heckmann
DENSO International America

Kristy  Heidel
Magna

Elisabeth Hillman
VW Credit  Inc.

Nanette Hoag-Balsom
Faurecia

Sarah Hunton
Faurecia

Amy Jachim
Student

Vanessa Juncaj
Faurecia

Georgienne M. Kirsten
Panasonic Automotive 
System Co of America

Warm Welcome to our New Members

SPONSOR RECOGNITION:

Jennifer Kite 
Faurecia

Kendall Kling
Student

Laura Kroger
Faurecia

Anna Krza
Globe Tech

Taylor Lee
Ricardo Inc.

Diana  Lembas
Faurecia

Christal McEneaney
The Collison Centers of 
Riverhead

Kelly McNally
Faurecia

Mary McPartlin
Detroit Regional Chamber-
MICHauto

Shilpa Patel
Faurecia

Lindsay Powrozek
Magna

Julie Rudy
Faurecia

Gold Corporate Sponsors Silver Corporate Sponsor

Ann Rundle
Fiat Chrysler Automobiles

Sunni Samberg
Faurecia

Serafina Schorer
RIM Custom Racks

Dawn Sikowski
Magna

Anna Smith
Faurecia

Laurie Summer
Faurecia

Carrie Uhl
Magna

Nina Valion
Faurecia

Lorene Van Rijsewijk
Faurecia

Kim  VanSickle
Magna

Debby  Vargo
Faurecia

Lisa Viazanko
Faurecia

Christina Wooton
Faurecia

Scholarship Sponsors

Housekeeping Items & Friendly Reminders: 

Wrap-up:

• If your membership is up for renewal, please 
visit our website and renew today!  
I guarantee you will not want to miss any of these upcoming events!

• Please don’t forget to “Join”, “Like” and “Share” on AWAF’s social media pages
• Please remember to keep your member profile up to date on the AWAF website. 
• Please visit our website to keep an eye on the news section of AWAF’s website for more 

opportunities and events.

We’d like to thank all of our Committee Members who ensure our programs are successful. 
If you‘d like to join a committee, please email us at admin@awafoundation.org. If you have 
suggestions for the newsletter, please reach out to your AWAF Board Marketing Co-Chairs 
Michelle Blakeley mblakel5@forddirect.com or Patricia Price paprice@aquent.com  

Mission Statement: The mission of the Automotive Women’s Alliance Foundation is to advance 
and empower women in the automotive industry.

Vision Statement: The vision of the Automotive Women’s Alliance Foundation is to help create 
and sustain a diverse industry optimized by empowered women.

Mission Statement: The mission of the 
Automotive Women’s Alliance Foundation 
is to advance and empower women in the 
automotive industry.
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